
��������	
����
����    
    
������
���	���  
                  �����������	
���
�������
��� �
��������������� ���
����	

��	����
������� �

������������	
����
��

Chairman’s Speech Chairman’s Speech   
  
  
  
  
  
  

We spoke to Jitubhai Parmar, the Chairman of our Gu jarati School, about what we, as a school, have 
achieved and our aims for the future. This is what he had to say - 
 
“The Gujarati School has been open since 1984, but has been running for five years with a newly-formed  
committee. In this time the Gujarati School has rea lly improved . A structure has been put into place,  so there 
is more discipline and pupils arrive on time. We ha ve five classes and for the first time, we are now doing a 
proper GCSE paper. The size has also increased, fro m 28 to 69 children. 
 
A very important and exciting piece of news is that  in September, we will be moving to Watford Grammar  
School for Boys on Rickmansworth Road. We will have  the capacity for 150 students and hope to have ten  
classes. Hopefully this move will attract more inte rest from the local community such as pupils in Wat ford 
Grammar School for Boys and Girls and other surroun ding schools. The adults’ class will become bigger.   
 
We have visions for the school, including being abl e to teach children presentation skills and to crea te an en-
vironment in which students can debate about the re al issues they face. We are gradually working towar ds 
higher standards. Our Committee members in the scho ol are the hardest working  I have ever met and a  lot 
of events that have happened wouldn’t have been pos sible without them.” 
 
By Maya Parmar 

A Bit of History  
 
The Watford Hindu Group Gujarati School 
(WHGGS) was set up in 1984 by two ex-
headmasters who had the foresight to keep 
our culture and language alive. It was 
started with a hand full of pupils in a front 
room. As the word spread and interest in-
creased, the school grew to 60 in number 
and had to move into a local Primary 
school.  
 
As the community grew, so did their other 
needs, it therefore became necessary to 
hand over the running of the school to a 
group of parent governors. In the five years 
that they have been running the school, 
they have done a wonderful job. 
 
Kishorbhai Nathwani  
Chairman WHG Executive Committee  

The Children’s Committee: 
Durshan Mistry, Aneka Chapaneri,  Shivani Pau,  
Maya Parmar,  Dilraj Sarvaiya  
  
Namrata Dave ,Karishma Pandya (Not in the Photo) 



 

As you remember, we had a Diwali Mela on the 3 rd November last year, which went very successfully. We 
had a popular food and drink stall, creative stalls  including “Diwali Card Making”, “Rangoli Patterns”  and 
even a Mendhi stall. For the more sporty people, we  also had Penalty Shoot-outs and Golf putting. 

The objective was for everybody to have fun and als o to raise some money for our school. After deducti ng all 
costs, we came up with a remarkable profit of £162!  The money has been used to pay towards teachers's  
expenses and the school curriculum  

By Maya Parmar  

  

Diwali MelaDiwali Mela   

Whipsnade Trip Whipsnade Trip   

  
On 21st June Watford Gujarati School went on their annual school trip. This time we went to ZSL Whipsn ade Zoo. 
The trip was very successful even though the weathe r was poor. The zoo offered a variety of animals an d attrac-
tions. There were many exhibits, for example, the l ions of Serengeti and Cheetah Rock. There were also  shows like 
the sea lion show and elephant show.  There were ma ny animals to see: African lion; Asian elephant; Ba ctrian 
camel; bald eagle; chimpanzee; hippopotamus; zebra;  penguins; panda and rhinos! It was an enjoyable ex peri-
ence. We went to a cafe, went to a small park and a te near a picturesque view. It was very enjoyable a nd I am 
sure we will visit the zoo in the near future. We w ere in the rain but we saw so many animals, so it w as worth it!  
 
By Aneka Chapaneri  

 

 
This year the school trip was researched and organi sed by the members of the School Committee. The oth er chil-
dren were surveyed for their preferences of destina tion and a final decision taken to cater for the ne eds of all 
age groups attending the school….and their parents! !  Well done to the youngsters who achieved this an d may 
this be the first of many trips you organise after you leave the WHG Gujarati School. 
 

 

These Elephants at Whipsnade Zoo  are called 
Karishma and Maya ! 



 

  

What a Sports Day! It was a good sunny day and the Gujarati School Sports Day which was on the 5th of 
July 2008, was like any other; lots of fun and lots  of screaming.  
The events were:- 
· The Sack Race 
· The Limbu (lemon) and spoon race  
· Penalty shoot-out and 
· The Tug of War  
Points were awarded for each of the events,  
20 points = 1st, 15 points = 2nd, 10 points = 3rd a nd 5 points = 4th. 
 
The teams: Red, Green, White and Blue were all rari ng to go.  
 
After a serious speech from Jitubhai to the parents , the teams were ready. 
The Sack Race was one to remember, it was an event anyone could win. 
 
However in the end, Red came out on top, with Blue in 2nd place and 
White in 3rd. Unfortunately Green finished in 4th. The next event : the Limbu 
and Spoon Race. In the end the teams: Blue and Gree n had a tie-breaker 
to decide the winner, In the end Akshay Pau and Vis hal Raniga both 
dropped their lemons, but Vishal raced on and won i t for the Green Team. 
The next event was a must: The Penalty shoot-out. I n this event everyone 
had to take part, even the girls! This was an advan tage to some teams and 
in the end, Green won the event, scoring four penal ties. One of my trainers 
went off with the ball, luckily it didn’t go over t he roof ! 
 
The scores stood at Blue with 40 points, Red with 3 5, White with 30 and 
Green with 45. It all rested with the final event, the tug of war, any team 
could win the Sports Day. Everyone was tense, but i n the first Tug, White 
beat Green in a close match. Red played Blue and Re d came out on top. 
The next match was crucial.  The two winners played  and White beat Red. 
The next Tug would decide it all. It was Blue vs. G reen, and out of nowhere it 
was a quick victory for the Green Team.  
 
We even had tug of war—for the parents vs teachers/ committee members. 
The parents won of course. 
So, the winner of the Watford Gujarati Sports Day 2 008 was Green!! Well done to them, it was truly a d ay to 
remember.  
 
By Dilraj Sarvaiya �
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Sports Day 2008Sports Day 2008   

 
  

      The students who finished with the most number of h ouse points:The students who finished with the most number of h ouse points:       
BLUE = 44 BLUE = 44     BLUE = Durshan Mistry BLUE = Durshan Mistry   
GREEN = 42GREEN = 42    GREEN= Anand Mistry GREEN= Anand Mistry   
RED = 34 RED = 34     RED = Nikita Tank RED = Nikita Tank   
WHITE = 29WHITE = 29    WHITE= Harshil Mankaji WHITE= Harshil Mankaji   
  
We would like to congratulate all members of the bl ue team for winning and they have been pre-
sented with a  shield, which was awarded for the fi rst time this year to the house with the most point s. 

  

Year End  House PointsYear End  House Points   



Our Gujarati School has been running since 1984. It  has successfully educated children in how to read,  
write, and speak in Gujarati along side a mainstrea m curriculum. Every Saturday parents, teachers and chil-
dren have worked to bring together the local Hindu community and pass on valuable lessons through Gu-
jarati. 
 
There are five different classes starting with nurs ery years through to GCSE. The aptitude of each cla ss in-
creases as you progress further up the school from learning the alphabet to writing articles. The teac hers 
and the committee members effectively create an enj oyable environment for the student’s education. 
 
These classes are not only limited to the children,  as an adult class has recently been introduced to the 
school, which runs at the same time as the children ’s classes, this has been a real achievement for th e 
school which is evidence of the continued effort of  all of the committee members and their dedication to 
improving the school. 
 
The teachers have worked really hard to bring up al l the standards of 
the children. 
 
By Karishma Pandya and Namrata Dave 
 

About Our Gujarati SchoolAbout Our Gujarati School   

  

Why we did Gujarati and Why we ContinueWhy we did Gujarati and Why we Continue   
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We all should learn GUJARATI because it is our MOTH ER TONGUE 
In the beginning we learnt Gujarati because our par ents sent us, at first we didn’t like it and used t o come 
become bored, but slowly we learnt more and started  to have fun.  Then we were often talking, reading and 
writing in Gujarati.  We felt that Gujarati gave us  an advantage and we got one extra GCSE early WOW!! !!, 
and now we can speak to our grandparents more freel y then we used to. 
 
Priyanka Gohel and Namrata Dave . 



  

 

�

Vishal RanigaVishal Raniga ——Tirupati Tirupati   

Pieces of WorkPieces of Work   

Class KaashiClass Kaashi   
  
These are  photographs of members of Class Kaashi p erforming a play celebrating Ram Navmi.  
The play was performed very well and was enjoyed by  all. We would like to thank the children for takin g 
part and doing so well, as well as the parents for the encouraging the children and ensuring that they  
looked the part ! 



 

  

Blast from the Past !Blast from the Past !   

As an ex-pupil of WHG Gujarati School, having atten ded for 10 years, I would like to share my experien ce and 
thoughts on the things I have learned apart from Gu jarati. During my time in the school I made many fr iends 
and gained a sense of belonging to a community. 
 
After leaving three years ago, I regularly went bac k to the classes to help. I found that, probably be cause of 
my age, the children I helped felt that they could relate to me easily, and rather than being just a t eacher/
helper, I was also a friend. I felt this aided thei r learning as well as my sense of satisfaction. It is important to 
give back to the community after taking from it. Th is is what I tried to do, but even with giving back  I felt that I 
also benefited. This volunteer work helped me to ac hieve my Duke  of Edinburgh Awards and was good to 
put on my CV and also enhanced my personal statemen t. 
 
By Shivani Pandya 

  

 

The WHGGS Children's Committee was formed three yea rs ago, the main aim being that every 
child in the Gujarati school will have a chance to contribute their views and ideas to help  
improve our Gujarati school. The children are also guided to organise debates and events, such 
as a school trip and produce news letters. This wil l promote personal development by  
improving leadership and communication skills. 
 
These children help to motivate younger children in  the school by giving them a voice that 
is valued. Each child will develop a sense of commu nity spirit and grow up to be wise, cultured 
young members of our community.  
The Children's Committee has so far been involved i n- 
  
The Red Nose Charity Day 
Cadburys Chocolate World Trip 
Wickstead Park Trip 
Whipsnade Zoo Trip 
and production of this newsletter  

With guidance from   
Jayshree Sarvaiya, Nitin Tank, Rajeshwari Pandya, A tul Bakrania  

Children’s CommitteeChildren’s Committee   



  

We would like to thank our committee for giving 
up them time and helping us with everything.   
 
Left to right:- 
Nitinbhai 
Jayshreeben 
Atulbhai 
Rajeshwariben 
Nishaben 
Dipikaben 
Jitubhai 
Ritaben 
Bhavnaben 
 
Jayeshbhai not in photo 
 
 

Our hard working teachers. 
Left to right:- 
Pratikshaben 

Heeraben 
Sujalben 

Vibhaben 
Kaminiben 

Kundanben 
Jyotsnaben 

 

Our Gujarati School—which is hoping to expand when we move to the new school! 



 

ART COMPETITION ART COMPETITION   

TO ALL THE CHILDREN 

  

The Children’s Committee is having an Art competition.  
To enter you have to draw a picture of any Hindu Go d/Goddess of your choice. 

It can be in colour or black and white. 
Please put your full name and age on the BACK of th e drawing (sizeA4). 

All entries must be in by  SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2008. 

The winner will not only win a special prize but al so have their drawing printed in our next news-
letter. 

There will be two categories: one for under 10’s an d over 10’s.   

  

GOOD LUCK! 

 

This newsletter has been written and produced 
by the Children’s Committee of the WHG Gujarati 
School.  
The members of the current Children’s Commit-
tee are:  
 
Aneka Chapaneri  
Namrata Dave  
Karishma Pandya 
Shivani Pau  
Maya Parmar  
Dilraj Sarvaiya 
Durshan Mistry 
 
 
 
 
 


